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grateful if they would authorise their manager at Far-
ringdon Street to give you, in confidence, certain par-
ticulars regarding Vernier's account. How will that
do?"
Hanslet agreed that this would do excellently. And,
as a result, two days later he presented himself at the
bank, produced his card, and asked for the favour of
an interview with Mr. Yeoward, the manager.
" You will understand, Superintendent, that this is
a very delicate matter/' said Mr. Yeoward. " Bankers,
like doctors, are bound to observe the strictest profes-
sional secrecy. On a previous occasion an inspector of
your department called upon me to make inquiries con-
cerning Mr. Vernier's account. At that time I did not
feel justified in giving him any information."
** I quite understand, Mr* Yeoward/' replied Hanslet
politely. " But now, in the rather peculiar circum-
stances?"
4* In the circumstances, my head office has authorised
me to answer any questions you may care to ask,
Superintendent."
" Thank you, Mr. Yeoward," said Hanslet. " May
I ask, to begin with, if Mr. Venner has drawn upon his
account since November I5th last, the date upon which
he is reported to have disappeared?"
" He has not," replied Mr. Yeoward shortly.
Hanslet paused before he spoke again. He was
anxious to gain the bank manager's sympathy, and it
seemed to him that the easiest way to do so would be
to take him to some extent into his confidence. " That
fact seems to confirm our suspicion, Mr. Yeoward,"
he said quietly. " Do you know whether Mr. Venner
has another account at any other bank ?''
" I am pretty certain that he has not/' Mr. Yeoward
replied. " I should explain, however, that he has two
accounts with us, a private and a business account. Mr.